ACTEL Coatings-Making the Difference
CRETA-SEAL - Frequently Asked Questions

Q. What is CRETA-SEAL?

A. CRETA-SEAL is a water based alkaline penetrating sealer, dust proofer and hardener for concrete.

Q. How does it work?

A. CRETA-SEAL reacts with free alkali in concrete to form a gel-like internal permanent seal and water barrier. In dry conditions, CRETA-SEAL is in a dormant state allowing the concrete to breathe, but in wet conditions it expands to form the gel structure to prevent water penetration.

Q. What else does it do?

A. It hardens and dust proofs concrete, protecting it from abrasion, freeze-thaw damage and chloride ions intrusion.

Q. On what surfaces can CRETA-SEAL  be applied?

A. CRETA-SEAL was developed for all cementitious surfaces, concrete, stucco etc. poured concrete structures, ramps, bridges, foundations, piers and pavements, cellar walls etc.

Concrete block can be sprayed with one coat of CRETA-SEAL after 2-4 weeks to make them more moisture resistant.

Q. Does it alter the appearance of treated surfaces?

A. No. It becomes an invisible integral part of the concrete.

Q. How many coats  do you need?

A. It depends. All surfaces differ but usually two coats suffice.

On new, dense, smooth concrete, one coat may be enough. On a poor deck, three coats may be needed.

Q. How is it applied?

A. On large floor areas, CRETA-SEAL is sprayed by low pressure sprayer or is poured from the container onto the floor and brushed our or rolled out to saturate the surface without leaving pools of material on the surface.

Q. How long does it take to dry?

A. CRETA-SEAL is not like a paint. When the treated surface is touch dry, it must be washed down with water and certainly within 16 hours of application. This is an important part of the “curing” process for the product. When the washed down area dries, the whole application is repeated.

Q. How soon can the product be used on new concrete?

A.  When the water sheen on the new concrete has gone and the surface can be walked on

Q. What about surface preparation on old concrete?

A. As a rule follow the procedures for preparation before painting. That is surfaces must be clean, have no surface defects and contaminants, oil, grease etc. Hard smooth surfaces should be cleaned and “opened” with an acid or strong detergent wash to allow penetration of CRETA-SEAL.

Q. Is CRETA-SEAL hazardous to use?

A. Not at all. It is neither toxic, nor flammable. There are no known health hazards associated with it’s use. 





Q. What about protective clothing during applications?

A. It is prudent always to wear clothing etc. to protect skin, hair and eyes even when using domestic paints. It is sensible to do the same when using CRETA-SEAL.

Q. What are the limitations on use?

A. CRETA-SEAL is water based and cannot be applied at temperatures below 42oF. It cannot be applied on glass, glazed or clay based product surfaces and should not be used on aluminium.

Q. What is CRETA-SEAL made of?

A. It is a water based blend of polymerised organic and inorganic solids, with wetting agents and defoamers to aid application and penetration.
Q. Can I use CRETA-SEAL on a damp surface. 

A. Yes, but not soaking wet!

Q. What happens if I get it on my hands and clothes?

A. Just wash off the product with clean water and soap before it dries.

Q. What about cleaning up after application?
A. Use water with a little detergent to clean equipment before it dries.

Q. Is CRETA-SEAL environmentally safe?

A. Yes. It contains no solvents, toxic pigment etc.

Q. Can I paint over treated concrete?

A. Yes. CRETA-SEAL aids the bonding of coatings to cementitious surfaces. Only apply one coat if concrete is to be painted.

Q. What is the coverage rate of CRETA-SEAL?

A. Depending upon the density of surfaces to be treated, spread rates will vary from 5 - 8 sq. Metres per litre.

Q.  How is the product packed?
A. CRETA-SEAL is supplied in 20 litre drums.

Q. What are the benefits in use of CRETA-SEAL?

A. Because CRETA-SEAL is such an effective sealer, using it provides the following benefits:

· It eliminates bad smells from once damp, mouldy cellars.

· Ice formed on treated surfaces is more easily removed.

· Sweating walls are made dry

· Damp areas with algae, mildew and moss growth dry out faster and the problems disappear.

· The density of treated concrete is increased with no loss of “breathability”.

· There is no maintenance needed after application.

· The sealer becomes a permanent part of the concrete when properly applied.

· It prolongs the life of floorcoverings and paints on concrete floors.

· It prevents radon gas permeating into cellar areas by forming a vapour/moisture barrier on treated surfaces.
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