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ENVIROSTEEL - Frequently Asked Questions
Q. What is Envirosteel?





A. Envirosteel is a safe, water based treatment which neutralises rust and protects rusted iron and steel.

Q. How do you use it?

A. First , you remove loose flaky rust to expose some underlying bare metal. Second, you apply Envirosteel, by spray followed by stiff brushing, or by stiff brush in a thin even coat. A second coat of Envirosteel can then be applied or you can apply any other paint topcoat. 
Q. How many coats do you need?
A. Envirosteel is a one coat rust treatment.  When used as a short term rust treatment for steel stored externally,  re-apply Envirosteel periodically, every 12 to 16 weeks in 0rder to maintain ongoing protection.

Q. Can you apply Envirosteel to blast cleaned steel?

A. Yes, but there is no need to blast clean if using Envirosteel unless as a sweep blast, nor is it necessary to apply Envirosteel to steel cleaned to Sa3

Q. On what surfaces is it used?

A. Envirosteel is used on iron and steel structures.

Q.Will Envirosteel stop rust?

A. Yes, Envirosteel prolongs the life of paint systems and delays blistering in humid environments.


Q. Will the product freeze?    A.  Yes

Q. How quickly does Envirosteel dry?

A. Touch dry in 30 minutes.

Q. When can I paint over Envirosteel?

A. In order for the chemical reaction to take place, 8 hours is recommended for water based topcoats and 24 hours for solvent based topcoats.

Q.Can I use Envirosteel if it is damp or humid outside?

A. Yes. Unlike most paint products, Envirosteel can be used in damp humid conditions.

Q.What happens if it rains on treated surfaces before Envirosteel dries?

A. If Envirosteel gets wet within 4 hours of application, simply  re-apply the product.

Q. Can I use Envirosteel in Ultra High Pressure Blasting specifications?   

A.   Yes, it is ideal after UHP water jetting on hulls and in dry cargo holds and other voids

Q. What is Envirosteel made of?

A.  Envirosteel is an acidic,  water based blend of condensed organic materials with surfactant and defoamers. The ingredients are unique.

Q. How does the product work?

A.  Envirosteel contains ingredients which chemically convert rust to a stable iron oxide making paint systems more durable and less prone to blistering and under-film corrosion when painting steel in damp, humid conditions.

Q. Does it have any other uses other than rust conversion?

A. No. It was developed solely as a rust converter.

Q. Does it come in colours?

A. No. The product looks like black coffee. 
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ENVIROSTEEL -Frequently Asked Questions cont’d.
Q. Does Envirosteel change colour after application?

Yes. Envirosteel is applied as a dark brown fluid. As the chemical reaction of rust passivation occurs, the treated steel takes on a blue / black appearance.

Q. Is the product harmful or is it hazardous? 

A. Not at all.

Q.Does the product smell?
A. Envirosteel has a faint characteristic woody  smell.

Q. Is the product environmentally safe?
A. The product is engineered to be as environmentally “friendly” as possible, it contains no hydrocarbon solvents or toxic pigments.

Q. Is Envirosteel flammable. 
A. No. It has been tested as Class “O”.

Q. What happens if I get it on my hands?
A. Wash off with soap and water. It is always good practice to wear gloves when painting with any product.

Q. What happens if it dries on my skin?
A. It may stain but staining can be removed with a dilute bleach solution.

Q. What do I do if it gets on my clothes?
A. wash affected area with soap and water before Envirosteel dries.

Q. What first aid is required?
A. Splashes on skin or eyes should be flushed well with water.

Q.What about cleaning up after use?
A. Use soap and water to clean equipment before Envirosteel dries and aromatic solvents if it has dried.

Q. What will happen if I apply Envirosteel on a heat source?
A. Heat will cause the coating to dry faster possibly before the full initial conversion reaction occurs. It may be necessary to damp down hot surfaces wuith a water spray before applying Envirosteel. Envirosteel meetsClass “O” BS 476 parts 6 & 7 for flame spread.

ENVIROSTEEL  is manufactured for world markets by ACTEL Coatings

Clarendon, 17 High Cross Avenue, Melrose TD6 9SQ Scotland

Tel:/Fax: +44  07880 805478   

E-mail:dougadam@globalnet.co.uk

URL: http://www.actel.f9.co.uk
